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Teacher admits to
shoplifting spree

COURT: Supervision and unpaid work orders for 43-year-old

By Elliot Furniss

A TEACHER has been given a year’s supervision
and ordered to carry out 200 hours unpaid work
after admitting stealing from fashion boutiques.

Imogen Parker, of Sudbury Road, Bures St
Mary, stole goods worth more than £3,000 from
Walkers, of Pottergate, Norwich, and Upstairs
Downstairs in Woodbridge last January and in
September 2008.

She pleaded guilty to a further four counts of
possessing criminal
property and one count of
selling stolen property on
the internet auction site
eBay.

The court heard that
she had acquired prop-
erty from several bou-
tique outlets including
Angela Fashions, Long
| Melford, and Colleen and
Clare, Southwold, but had
told police she was unable

to account for how she
?L)ahglgﬁ:]g;‘:‘RGEs' obtained them.
Parker Parkgr, 43, appeared
at Ipswich Crown Court
yesterday morning after
pleading guilty to all counts at an earlier hearing.

The court heard that she had been suffering
from stress at the time of the thefts and had been
diagnosed with depression by her GP.

The judge was told that Parker’s husband had
been unwell at the time the shoplifting happened
while friends and other family members had suf-
fered from illness.

The court was told that “it all became rather
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Flying start for new hospice appeal
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CHILDREN'S FACILITY: Work
begins on £3million project

By Jo Thewlis

DOUBLE celebrations were in
order as an appeal for a new
children’s hospice in Suffolk
topped £160,000 on the day dig-
gers moved in to start building
work.

The foundations for the
£3million centre off Bixley
Road in Ipswich were being
sunk yesterday as East
Anglia’s Children’s Hospices
(EACH) project took another
leap forward.

Thanks in part to donations
from East Anglian Daily Times
readers, EACH’s Treehouse
Appeal has reached £160,000 in
just three weeks.

Melanie Chew, director of
fundraising at EACH, said:
“It is immensely exciting to
see the building work coming
along.

“We are so excited to be able
to announce such an exciting
total on the day we really start
seeing work take place.”

Thanks to generous pledges,
coffee mornings, charity runs
and fundraising ideas from
supporters, the Treehouse
Appeal is gathering steam.

Watching the work take
place, Melanie thanked EADT
readers for their vital efforts

to boost the campaign. “We
have been overwhelmed by
the support from East Anglian
Daily Times readers,” she said.
“People are filling in their
coupons and ringing the office
with their fundraising ideas.

“The momentum is grow-
ing and I hope people continue
to support us throughout the
coming year.”

Graham Butland, EACH
chief executive, got behind
the controls of a massive pile
driver to help sink some of the
149 augured piles which are
being buried eight metres deep
in the soil to support the final
structure.

He said: “It is great to see it
taking shape.

HOW

| THE
FUTURE
LOOKS:
| A model
of the
new
hospice
now

| being
built off
Bixley
Road,
Ipswich

“It is going to be a tranquil
haven which, for some fami-
lies, is so important.”

Barnes Construction is
undertaking the work, which
will take around 15 months to
complete.

Mr Butland said he was
delighted with the fantastic
support the campaign had
received.

“It’s very encouraging. We
are absolutely delighted with
the response because these are
difficult times for some people.
The generosity of people in
Suffolk and the east is really
coming through,” he said
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WORK UNDER WAY: East Anglia’s Children’s
Hospices chief executive Graham Butland, far
left and above, on site with Melanie Chew and
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